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Introduction
There are many oil spill instances that have happened in the past but the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill has for long remained a prominent one. It is about 32 years ago since the accident happened (from the 24th of March 1989 to date) where more than 11 million gallons of crude oil were released into sources of water in the Gulf of Alaska. The incidence caused a great harm to the ecosystem as it led to the death of many species (Mambra, 2020).  
The Spill
	The Exxon Valdez oil spill has been said to have been a man-made disaster, something that happened out of pure craft. The oil tanker, Exxon Valdez, was owned by Exxon Shipping Company. The oil slick made a coverage of 1300 miles of coastline killing seabirds, whales, otters, seals, etc. 
	It was the evening of March 23rd 1989, the oil tanker left Valdez port in Alaska carrying 53 million gallons of Prudhoe Bay crude oil destined to Long Beach in California. At exactly 00:04 hours on the 24th of the same month and year, the ship slammed into Bligh Reef, a navigational of hazards in Alaska Prince William Sound. As a result of the struck or collision, the tanker’s hull opened and this is what made the 11 million gallons of crude oil spread into the water (Mambra, 2020; History.com Editors, 2018). Within the months that followed, attempts were made to stop the oil spill but efforts were not that successful as the spill eventually covered like 1300 miles of the coastline. 
	The causes of the spill have been identified by a number of reports. During the time of the accident, the tanker was under the command of Captain Joseph Hazelwood. It is important to state that the named captain had a company’s obligation to operate the ship. It is unfortunate that at the time of the accident, he was not at the helm of the tanker. The captain’s mistake to hand over the control of the ship to a third mate having altered the course of the vessel to avoid icebergs is unforgiveable. The third mate was not able to move the vessel through properly and this made it leave the shipping lane thus striking the reef because of broken radar. Actually, Birkland (1998) says that the radar was not functional for more than a year prior to the accident. 
Mambra (2020) and History.com Editors. (2018) further indicate that investigators of the matter found out that Captain Hazelwood had been under the influence of alcohol. He was even asleep the time the accident happened. Hazelwood made a mistake of handing the ship to a third party who was not professionally qualified and besides he was sleep-deprived and thus not able to control it. Additional investigations revealed that the vessel lacked enough crew abroad to perform the necessary duties. 
	The shipping company, Exxon, was also found to be operating while not adhering to measures agreed upon, like the installation of an iceberg monitoring equipment. The route that the ship was set to was not among the prescribed ones under the normal shipping routes and this was a company’s violation. 
Environmental impact
	The collision of the tanker and the reef blew out eight of its eleven cargo tanks. As a result, 11 million gallons or 250,000 barrels of crude oil spilled into the waters of Prince William Sound contaminating over 1300 miles of coastline (Mambra, 2020; History.com Editors, 2018). Delays in the cleanup plans brought the bigger catastrophe since the oil had been given room to spill to more areas. The ecosystem which was made up of marine and other species was put under threat. Plants there as well were facing the threat of extinction since temperatures had risen. It is estimated that 250 thousand sea birds, 2800 otters, 250 bald eagles, 300 harbor seals, and 22 whales died as a result of the accident. The numbers of succumbed salmons and herrings were unidentified as this happened within the months that followed. There has been other financial and economic impacts that were brought about by the accident to the communities around but the environmental effects were the most felt. 
Needed Cleanup
	The cleanup operation included 11 thousand personnel, 14 hundred vessels, and 58 aircrafts. These were needed to clear the area and operations like relocating marine creatures purposely to save them. Exxon Company made a significant contribution to the cleanup plan – payed $2 billion for cleanup and $1.8 billion for habitat restoration as well as to cater for personal damages. The cleanup workers skimmed the oil for the surface of the water, sprayed chemical dispersants in the water, used hot water to wash oiled beaches, and rescued the animals trapped in the oil and washed them (Bardwick, 2000). The methods put in place included, burning, mechanical cleaning, and a control method of using chemical dispersants. After trials, environmental specialists found that aggressive high-pressure washing using hot water to remove oil was effective although it killed plants and animals that were left. The cleanup process happened for like 3 years and even today, the entire coastline is monitored to identify and take the necessary course of action of any emerging effects of the spill. 
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